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OVERALL PHILOSOPHY OF SUMMER INSTRUCTION 

Our summer curriculum will be DIFFERENTIATED and do the following: 

“Review” Practice key concepts and skills that students learned last year to help build 

retention and fight the summer retention loss and keep students cognitively growing.  

“Bridge” Briefly review key concepts from the previous year, then pre-assess concepts for 

the coming year and lay cognitive “groundwork” to help students feel a measure of 

confidence in their competence during the upcoming school year.  

“Spiral” Continue exactly where the teacher left off in June. Do a brief review, but then 

concentrate on difficult and challenging concepts that lie ahead in the next grade level.  

“Enrich” Teach some challenging content areas covered during the upcoming year, but go 

deeper with higher Bloom level activities (Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation and 

Creation)  

“Intervene” Assess for baseline of all students for deficits that existed last year, and then 

employ intervention activities and strategies to overcome those deficit areas.  

UCiC SUMMER ACADEMY PHILOSOPHY AND GOALS 

At UCiC, we believe parents and guardians want their students to be challenged,  equipped, 

inspired, and encouraged to progress academically, physically, socially and spiritually during 

the summer months, as well as during the school year. Therefore, our summer curriculum is 

designed to achieve these four goals:  

1. Assess each student and ascertain their mastery of the previous year’s content and 

discover how they perform in above grade level tasks and expectations in reading and 

math.  

2. Encourage students to “own” their learning by setting specific SMART goals in each of the 

three core curriculum areas that are covered during Summer Academy: Math, Reading, and 

Science. Teachers and students work together to articulate a SMART goal and design 

instruction that will allow students to progress toward their learning goals.  

3. Identify students with significant (1 full year below OR above grade level) learning gaps 

and target instruction to help that student to continue to grow and master their grade level or 

continue to grow and surpass the content challenges at that next level.  

4. Surround students with a thriving, growing and enriching learning environment with 

excellent instruction, hands-on and interactive learning strategies and opportunities for 

academic, social, physical and spiritual growth with their peers. 

What does this look like in practice? We start with assessments (tests) in 3 subjects for all 

students – Math, Reading, and Science. After the pre-assessment tests, teachers will briefly – 

over one to two days – review concepts that should have been learned during the school 

year. Teachers then work with each student to set SMART learning goals for each subject. 

Possible goals include:  

 _Reviewing and rehearsing content or skills from the previous year that the student has not 

yet mastered (as revealed by the baseline assessments). Students set a goal of passing a 

summative test with high proficiency.  

 _Conducting a broad review of content and skills that will be taught in the next school 

year, setting a target of a particular score on a summative assessment at the end of Summer 

Academy.  

 _Targeting a specific unit of study or set of skills from the next school year in which the 

student would like to be proficient.  



 _Creating, completing, and sharing a Project that targets a particular learning concept in 

which the student is interested– this learning goal is especially popular in science.  

***Once goal setting is complete, instruction begins. This is done using a differentiated 

instruction approach that groups students in three ways:  

1. Grouping students who are surging ahead or are accelerated in their learning. They 

are often taught in a coaching or facilitation style with very little direct instruction, but 

resources and plans are shared or developed and students PRESENT work to 

classmates or participate in leading and collaborating with classmates through planned 

activities throughout the month of instruction.  

2. Grouping students who are at their grade level and need more teacher-modeling, 

have that opportunity to receive more one-on-one and small group intervention. This is 

often done traditionally with teacher presentations and modeling, then student 

modeling, then application.  

3. Grouping Students who have significant gaps will entail that teachers will select 

specific curriculum texts or programs and have the student work to build competency. 

We do have the ability to assign many of these students to Reading A to Z and IXL 

Math as well as other curriculum options with TA support and student mentoring at 

strategic points throughout the month of instruction.  

Summer Academy Materials  
Here is a list of some of the materials that teachers will use to supplement instruction. 

Summer Academy teachers are given great freedom to pull different materials together. This 

is because they are working with a wide range of learner needs and learning goals. In this 

way, Summer Academy is significantly different than the regular school year, where a class 

tends to stay more closely together, as they progress through a curriculum sequence. Similar 

differentiation continues, however, throughout the school year and is a cultural distinctive of 

UCiC School.  

Current Curriculum resources include: 

IXL Math, Houghton Mifflin Summer Math Program, Engage New York Math 

Curriculum, Engage New York ELA, Reading A to Z, BJU Press Reading Curriculum, 

Independent Novels, Beka Phonics Program, Foss Kits for Science in hands-on Science 

projects, NGSS, Environmental Science Grants with Northcreek Forest, Knowledge 

Mastery science learning checks 

*State certified teachers for K-8 instruction; 92% with Master’s Degrees and 

experience with highly capable student populations 

 

Summer Academy – What a Typical Day Looks Like  
Classes begin at 9:00 a.m. and the Summer Academy day ends at 2:30.  Students settle in 

after arrival and do warm-up activities. At 9:30 Math instruction begins for all classes. Math 

instruction at UCiC involves a “Math walk-around” approach. Students who excel in math 

and perform above grade level will walk to the next grade level class above their current 

grade level.  

Following math, there is generally a morning recess break. After that break, most teachers 

will begin reading instruction. Then there is lunch and lunch recess. After lunch recess, 

teachers will begin integration of collaborative activities in science, language, and Bible. 

Special days for SCIENCE, MATH, READING, and Chapel allow for exciting and 

challenging interruptions to the schedules each week! The month culminates in a special 

AWARDS CEREMONY and ICE CREAM celebration at the conclusion of our Summer 

Academy experience. 


